Serial plasma BNP levels in assessing inadequate left ventricular decompression on ECMO.
We describe a female infant with complex single ventricle physiology who had undergone median sternotomy for placement of a right-sided systemic-to-pulmonary artery shunt, division of a patent ductus arteriosus, and left pulmonary artery augmentation. Her early postoperative course was complicated by cardiac arrest requiring institution of extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) support. The brain natriuretic peptide (BNP) levels acutely improved after left ventricular decompression by insertion of a left atrial cannula. In this setting BNP levels may be an indicator of left ventricular stretch and are potentially a useful index to monitor left ventricular distension.